What is the Fundamental Message of Islam? 


Do you ever wonder:- 


= What is your higher Purpose in Life? Why do you exist? What gives Meaning to your Life? 

= Is it Materialism? Self-Aggrandizement: Accrual of Wealth, Power, Fame, Be Number One. Accumulation. 
« Is it Hedonism? Self-Indulgence - Pursuit of Pleasures: Just Play, have Fun and be Happy. Consumption. 
« Is it Asceticism? Self-denial: Abstinence from all forms of Worldly Pleasures and Desires. Renunciation. 
« Why is there Suffering in this World? Why do Bad Things happen to Good People? 


The answers can be found in the Message of Islam. But you need an educated mind to understand the Message 
of Islam. To find out if you have an educated mind, here is the definition: - A quote attributed to Aristotle: 


It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it. 


To Entertain = Consider, Study, Evaluate, Validate something without letting your emotions interfere with your thinking; 
A Thought = Idea, Concept, Proposition, Assertion, Logical argument even if it seems absurd, offensive or repulsive initially; 
To Accept = Believe, Embrace, Like, Act upon, be Offended by; 


Islam claims that: 


> God sends a Messenger to every Ummah [nation | community] with His Message [16:36]. 

The Messengers are different but the Message is essentially the same [21:25]. 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) is the last of this long series of Prophets and Messengers [33:40]. 

The Messengers are chosen by God Himself from among human beings. So they are all mortal men and 
do not share any Divinity with God [06:08~09, 17:93~95, 21:07~08]. No exceptions. 


VV Vv 


The Qur'an is the Message of Islam [14:52, 05:67, 39:23]. The Message is allegedly from God and it is for all of 
mankind [07:158]. The Message is divided into three parts: [1] What to do? [2] Why to do? And [3] How to do? 


[1] What To Do? 


When we start reading the Qur'an from the beginning, the very First Command that we encounter in it is the 
Summary of the entire Qur'an and the Fundamental Message of Islam. The First Command appears in the Verse: 


[02:21] O mankind! Worship your Lord, [the One] Who created you and those [who came] before you, so 
that you may become Righteous. 


The Verse has four parts: 


1] O mankind: Every single human being is addressed irrespective of their gender, colour, age, religion, race, 
nationality, language, education, wealth, power, lineage, etc. No one is excluded or exempted. 


2] Worship your Lord, [the One] Who created you: Notice that the Verse doesn't say "worship Allah, He 
created you". Isn't that strange? Why is it so? - Because you don’t yet know who is your God | your Creator. 


3] And [created] those [who came] before you: Your God is the One Who created you and the people who 
came before you. The earlier people are also mentioned here because some people say that they were created 
by their parents, so the Verse counters this argument by asking: and who created your parents and their parents 
and so on? So the job is set: first find out who is your Creator and then worship your Creator. 


4] So that you may become Righteous: And if you do this successfully then you will be one of the Al-Muttaqun 
translated as Righteous | God-fearing | Pious | Guarding themselves against sinning. Who are these people? 
These are the successful people [02:02~05], the ones who will live in Paradise for all Eternity [03:15]. 
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So the Message is Simple: Find God, your Creator and worship Only God in order to become successful. 
That is our Purpose in Life [51:56]. The Message is for everyone and it is exactly the same for all [07:158]. 


Definition of Worship: 


In Islam, worshiping God does not mean forsaking our worldly life and becoming an ascetic and start begging. 
God does not permit us to abandon all our wealth and possessions and cut off all our relations and live in 
isolation - that is forbidden. God expects us to live among people and fulfil all our obligations towards our 
parents, siblings, spouse, children, neighbours, friends, relatives, colleagues, employers, employees, customers, 
poor and needy people and the society in general. Religion and the worldly life are not two separate things; 
they are one and the same thing. Everything we do in this life, from birth to death, is deemed as worship or 
disobedience depending upon how we do the deeds. If we do things in a manner that is recommended by God 
then it is worship else it is disobedience. Islam tells us how to earn and how to spend, how to eat, what to eat 
and what not to eat, what to wear and how much to cover, how to satisfy our carnal instincts and with whom - 
what is permitted and what is forbidden. God does not expect self-annihilation or even self-denial from us. God 
expects only self-discipline from us and balance in everything we do, not crossing the limits, always choosing 
the middle path and avoiding extremes. Islam is God’s rule book about how to live life. Islam means submission 
to the Will of God. A Muslim is one who willingly submits to the Will of God. The Qur'an is the Will of God. 


Worship, in Islam, means three things: 


" Acknowledging Divinity by Pledging Allegiance - this is called Shahadah [Testimony] [06:152, 13:20, 
16:91, 48:10, 48:18, 60:12]. 

" Obedience [03:32, 03:132, 04:59, 04:69, 08:01, 08:20, 09:71, 24:54, 47:33, 64:12]. 

" Supplicating only to God: Asking for Divine help only from God [01:05, 02:45, 02:153]. 


[2] Why To Do? 
We must "Find God, our Creator, and willingly submit to the Will of God" for the following reasons: 


[A] To Protect the Rights of People: When we were born we did not choose our parents, gender, colour, race, 
nationality, religion, etc. All these decisions were made for us by God. We have inherited our religion from our 
parents. This means that God has randomly distributed religions to people. So, how can we know whether we 
are living our lives according to the Will of God? If the people of only one religion are entitled to Paradise, by 
birth, then the people of all the other religions will burn in Hell for no fault of theirs. It would be unfair for God 
to punish us for following a religion which He chose for us. Everyone must get equal opportunity to earn 
Paradise. The Real God is never unjust to anybody, ever. So to level the playing field, a Real God must give the 
exact same Message to all the people since He created everyone. So it is everyone's Right and Duty to: Find God 
and fulfill the Will of God. The litmus test for finding God is that you never need to resort to falsehood to find 
God or obey God. The truth is that for which you have evidence [02:111]. Dig for evidence to know the truth 
and have the Courage to be Led by the truth. Making an informed choice, based on facts, is the democratic way. 


[B] To Protect the Rights of God: It is the Real God Who is bestowing countless favours and blessings upon us 
during every single moment of our existence. God is maintaining the Structural and Functional Integrity of 
every cell, organ and system inside our body and they function only after getting His permission, at all times. 
Can anyone put a price tag on the air we breathe, the water we drink, the food, the clothes, the security of our 
homes and comfort of our beds? The value of a heart beat is understood when we miss one. The value of 
kidneys, lungs, lever, etc. is understood when they stop functioning. The value of the people who love you - your 
parents, siblings, spouse and children is understood when you lose them. Every atom and every chemical bond 
in the universe functions only after getting God’s permission from moment to moment, at all times. God has 
made the entire universe subservient to mankind [45:12~13]. Hence it is utter ingratitude and injustice to 
worship someone or something on blind faith without demanding proof. The fictitious gods have no Power and 
no Influence to benefit you or harm you and you owe them nothing. You Owe Everything to The One True God. 
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Example #1: Suppose you hire an employee to take care of your business. And he runs your business very well 
but gives all your profits to somebody else [to someone unrelated to you, such as your neighbours or your 
competitors]. Would you like to give employment to such a person? This example was used by Prophet Yahya 
ibn Zakariyya [J ohn the Baptist] while delivering the Message of Islam to his people [Tirmidhi# 2863, 2864]. 


Example #2: Suppose you urgently need some big amount of money for some emergency. You checked with all 
your relatives and friends but none of them helped you. But a casual acquaintance helps you out in your time of 
dire need. Then your situation improves. When it is time to repay the debt, to whom will you repay it? To your 
relatives and friends, who could not or did not help you, or to the one who rescued you out of that situation? 


In return for all His favours, God only expects that we acknowledge that He exists and be grateful to Him for His 
Blessings and His Mercy and obey Him to prove our gratitude. How would you feel if you worked hard, day and 
night, for your family and they wouldn't even acknowledge your existence, forget about being thankful to you 
for your efforts or being glad to see you come home? God doesn't need our worship. God is Rich - Free of all 
needs [35:15, 31:26, 22:64, 06:133]. It is for our own benefit, so that we may get rewarded. God is giving us a 
fair chance to succeed and God wants every one of us to succeed [28:59, 26:208~209, 11:117] that is why He 
has sent Guidance in the form of a Message and a Messenger to show, by example, how to complete the Mission. 


[C] Hope of Reward and Fear of Punishment: God has made human beings superior in comparison to all His 
other creation and has given us the incredible brain with its enormous intellectual horsepower and the capacity 
to Reason and infinite Imagination and Creativity and Curiosity and eyes and ears [to perceive] and a heart [to 
feel and understand] and a tongue [with the Power of Language to communicate, collaborate, share viewpoints, 
teach and learn] and hands [to Build whatever we can imagine and to Solve Problems and to Overcome 
Obstacles] and legs [to go to Places]. God has already given us all the Tools and Resources we need for the 'Big 
Job’. And since the Challenge is huge, the Reward is also huge - Eternal life in Paradise [02:25] if we complete 
the Mission successfully. If you ignore the Message or fail to act on it then there is an equally great punishment 
for ingratitude - Life in Hellfire [02:39]. Islam changes our paradigm from blind faith to proof and evidence. 


[D] The Creator decides the Purpose of the Creation: Humans are not free to live lives the way they like 
since we didn't create ourselves. God is our Creator, Sustainer, Owner and Master. He owns our body, our life 
[i.e time], our knowledge, wisdom, skills, wealth, possessions, health, honour, power, authority, parents, spouse, 
children, etc. All these are provided to us by God for a limited time. We are merely custodians of our Gifts. We 
are accountable to God for each and every one of our Blessings. We are slaves of Al-Ahad [The One] who is Ar- 
Rahman [The Lord of Mercy] and Ar-Raheem [The Most Merciful] and Al-Haq [The Truth] and Al-AdI [The Just]. 
There is Honour and Dignity in being a slave of God, our Creator; it is disgraceful to be a slave of a slave of God 
[i.e. the creation]. Since God is our Owner and Master, our will is subservient to the Will of God. Hence to prove 
our Loyalty, we must find out who truly is our Creator and then willingly strive to fulfil the Will of our Creator. 


Summary So Far: 
The Message comes with some Glad Tidings and a Warning [33:45]: 
Glad Tidings: If you successfully complete the Mission, your reward is Eternal life in Paradise [02:25]. 
The Warning: If you ignore it or fail to act upon it, your punishment is burning in Hellfire [02:06~10, 34:05]. 


The Mission: Every single human being has the Right and the Responsibility to find out who is his | her Creator 
and then live life according to the Will of the Creator in order to become successful. 


It is your Right, because if Paradise exists then everyone should get equal opportunity to earn it. It is your 
Responsibility, because if Hellfire exists then everyone should get a fair chance to protect themselves from it. 
In short, the Message of Islam is: Find God -> Worship Only God -> Invite others to do the same -> Live in “) 
Paradise for all Eternity; Refuse to do any of this -> Burn in Hellfire. & 


Why is God hiding from His creation? 


Yes, if God showed Himself then it will be so easy to believe. But then what's the big deal in believing after 
seeing? Nobody pays big money for easy work. The challenge should be worthy of human potential. The Big Job 
is: To systematically find the Unseen God. The obstacle is high enough to pose a challenge but it is not so high 
that it becomes impossible to overcome. God has not set us up to fail. God is looking for excuses to forgive us 
and reward us but we deny Him even that much. God is on our side, if we seek Him [04:147, 15:49, 39:53]. 


[67:12] Verily, those who fear their Lord Unseen, theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward. 


It is the Mercy of God that we don't yet see God or His angels. The moment you begin to see angels, know that 
your game is over - you are dead and your Reckoning has now begun and there is no more scope for Repenting 
and Believing. The doors of Forgiveness and Paradise are permanently shut for those who die as disbelievers 
[02:210, 06:08, 25:21~22]. There is scope of Repenting only until your last breath [25:63~76, 04:48, 04:116]. 


[84:06] O human! Indeed, you are labouring towards your Lord with [great] exertion, and you "will" 
meet Him. 


Mankind will see God for the first time on Judgment Day [Sahih Al-Bukhari# 0806, 4581, 6573, 7439]. It is The 
Day when we all have an inescapable and non-delegable appointment with our Creator. Everything we do in 
this life, from birth to death, is for the sole purpose of preparing ourselves for that Meeting with God on a long 
& dreadful Day when our hearts will be choking our throats out of horror [40:18]. There will neither be a friend 
nor any intercessor on that Day [02:48, 02:123, 02:254, 03:10, 03:116, 14:21-22, 14:31, 23:101, 26:100~102, 
31:33, 40:18, 43:67, 44:41, 58:17, 60:03, 69:35, 70:08~15]. Whether we standstill, remain in our beds or run in 
whichever direction we like, every passing moment is taking us closer to: our appointed time and place of death 
& the Meeting [10:04, 16:38, 17:49~52, 17:98~99, 21:104, 37:16~20, 50:15, 56:47~50, 75:03~05, 79:06~14]. 


What is the Role of the Messenger [pbuh]? 


We have been given all the tools and resources needed to complete the Mission. The only part left is the 
Instruction Manual [Rule book] and a Living Example to practically demonstrate how to follow the Instructions. 
That's the job of the Messengers: To deliver the Message [The Qur'an] and Lead by Example and show how to 
fulfil the Mission [33:21]. The Qur'an and the life of the Messenger [pbuh] are not two different things; they are 
Xerox copies [i.e. photocopies] of one another. To understand one you can, and you must, look at the other. 


Messengers are Not intermediaries [03:144], they are mortal men [06:08~09, 17:93~95, 21:07~08]. They have 
No intrinsic power [07:188, 10:49]. They only have power derived from God, just like the rest of us. God Alone 
is the single source of all power [18:39, 02:165, 10:65]. So there is nobody between you and God [50:16]. And 
that's the core of the Message that there truly is nobody between you and God [02:186]. You have direct access 
to God, 24 by 07, heart-to-Heart, wherever you are and whenever you need Him [11:61]. 


If God wanted me to be a Muslim, then why wasn’t I born in a Muslim family? 


It doesn't matter what religion you are born into, because the Message is exactly the same for everyone. It 
doesn't matter whether you are a Muslim or a non-Muslim or an atheist or an agnostic. Everyone is equal in the 
Sight of God [02:281] so everyone gets the exact same Message. No one is superior or inferior. The differences 
between people are entirely irrelevant. In this way the Message is a great equalizer because the moment you 
receive the Message, everyone becomes equal. Only our deeds make us superior or inferior compared to other 
people and our deeds are entirely in our own control. The moment you receive the Message, that is the starting 
point of your life. The when and where are irrelevant. What happened in your life before receiving the Message 
is also irrelevant. Only thing that matters is: What do you do after receiving the Message? The Message forces 
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us to look within us and outside and start thinking, question everything, seek answers, find the truth by digging 
for evidence, make informed choices based on the evidence and thus lead a self-aware and well-examined life. 


[3] How To Do? 


The way to find the Unseen God is, to observe and study the Signs scattered by God all around us and within us 
and compare them to the Signs documented in the Qur'an. The Arabic word for Verses is Aayah meaning Signs. 


[41:53] Soon We will show them Our Signs in the universe and within themselves until it becomes clear 
to them that this [Qur'an] is indeed the truth. Is it not sufficient concerning your Lord that He is a 
Witness over all things? 


[07:36] But those who deny Our Signs and are arrogant towards them, those are the dwellers of the 
[Hell] Fire, they will abide in it forever. 


[04:174] O mankind! Surely, there has come to you convincing proof from your Lord and We have sent 
down to you a clear Light [the Qur'an]. 


The Word of God and the Deed of God are not two different things; they are one and the same thing. If God 
wants something done, then all He has to do is Say: "Be" - and it happens [02:117, 03:47, 06:73, 16:40, 19:35, 
36:82, 40:68]. If the Arabic Qur'an is the Word of God [the Creator] and the universe [the Creation] is the Deed 
of God then there should be neither any inconsistency nor any contradictions between the Qur'an and the 
universe. But remember that translations are human endeavours and hence they are never error-free. So either 
learn the Arabic language or refer to multiple translations [to offset the mistakes in translations] side by side, 
Verse by Verse. Congratulations! You are embarking on a journey in the Pursuit of Truth. 


Here is the Road Map to find the Unseen God through His Signs and thus scientifically prove or disprove God: 


x 
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STEP 1: Be Truly Honest with yourself. The Most Important step. Self-deception is self-annihilation. 
STEP 2: Supplicate. Ask for Divine Help. Don't wander alone. Stop blindly groping in the dark. 

STEP 3: Finding that there is a God by studying the Universe | Nature. 

STEP 4: Finding that there is only One God by studying the Qur'an and comparing it to Nature. 

STEP 5: Finding that Allah Is That One and Only True God by studying the Qur'an and comparing it to 
the Sacred Scriptures of other Religions. 
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The Detailed Roadmap: 


STEP 1: Be Truly Honest with yourself. This is the Most Important step. Self-deception is Self-annihilation. 
Why is it so Important to be Honest? 


Being truly honest is difficult even though, on the outside, we have created our image of being totally honest. If 
you disagree then you're not being honest. The truly honest are rarest of rare. Keep in mind that this is not 
about impressing other people. You are trying to find God because you owe it to yourself, not for your social 
image. You are setting out on a journey in the Pursuit of Truth. If you are dishonest, will you find the Truth? You 
will only end up deceiving yourself. You should be able to look at all religions in a neutral, unbiased manner and 
give equal status, respect and importance to them all. Only then will you be able to study | analyse | evaluate 
them fairly and find the Ultimate Truth. Only those who are Truly Honest have the Courage to choose | embrace 
the Truth, after they have found it. Otherwise this whole exercise is just a waste of time and efforts. If you are 
Sincere and Humble, only then you will find God. God doesn’t Guide scoundrels and show-offs. If your heart is 
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filled with anger, jealousy, fear, hatred or poison for people, then you will not succeed, because this is not about 
people, this is between you alone and God alone. You need Straight Thinking to find the Straight Path. 


What’s wrong in sincerely scrutinizing and validating all religions, starting with our own religion? Let the Truth 
emerge through self-study. If you have to resort to lying, deceit or convoluted logic to prove or disprove a point 
then you will know that you are a Self-deceiver and a bad guy. People of Paradise play fair. In Islam, Religion is 
your personal Quest- Freedom to pursue the Truth by digging for Evidence in the Holy Scriptures and only then 
choosing a religion. But for some people, Religion is a Conquest [Us versus Them] to prove or disprove religion 
by any means - right or wrong. The Real Game is: Self-Awareness versus Self-Deception [Me versus Me alone]. 


STEP 2: Supplicate in Solitude. Ask for Divine Help. Don't wander alone. Stop blindly groping in the dark. 


After all, what's the harm? If there is a God, then He will help you since you are asking for His help to find Him 
and you are sincere in your intentions and honest in your efforts. God loves it when people directly, humbly and 
sincerely ask for His help [03:159, 01:05]. And if there is no God, then just uttering a few words is not going to 
hurt you or cost you in any way. If after your death, you do find out that there indeed is a God, then you should 
be able to say to God that you sincerely did all in your power to find Him and also begged for His help all along 
the way. It will then be unfair for God to punish you. God never denies Guidance if we are truthful and humble. 


Supplicate to Which God? 
Supplicate using generic terms since you don't yet know if there is a God and what is the Name of God. 
How or What to Supplicate? 


Just say with Sincerity and Humility when you are in Solitude: "O God, if You truly exist, I seek refuge in You from 
the evil that lurks at every step of my journey in the Pursuit of Truth and I invoke You using all Your Chosen 
Names, please guide me to the Straight Path and open my heart to receive Your Guidance and make it easy for me 
to walk the Straight Path - the only path that leads to Paradise, and save me from the punishment of Hellfire". 


STEP 3: Finding that there is a God by studying the Universe | Nature. 


Look at the Order in Chaos, delicate yet perpetual Balance, Beauty, Creativity, Diversity, Complexity, Resilience, 
Endurance, Design and Architecture in Nature. Everything cannot be a Coincidence. If the laws of Physics are 
being enforced universally, invariably and perpetually - there must be an Enforcer. A higher power is governing 
all of this. This is a big topic, hence discussed separately: How to find that there is a God by Studying the Universe. 


STEP 4: Finding that there is only One God by studying the Qur'an and comparing it to the Universe. 


[21:22] Had there been gods in both of them [i.e. in the heavens or the earth] besides Allah, surely they 
would have been ruined. So Glorified is Allah, Lord of the Throne, [High is He] above all that they 
associate with Him! [Read the five Verses 21:21~25 for proper context]. 


[23:91] No son [or offspring] did Allah beget, nor is there any god along with Him. [Had there been 
many gods], then each god would have taken away what he had created, and some would have tried to 
overcome others! Glorified be Allah above all that they attribute to Him! 


Here the fundamental assumption is that no two minds can think identically, at all times. If multiple minds are 
always thinking and behaving identically then only one of them is relevant and the rest are redundant. Had 
there been multiple gods then they would have fought with each other for dominance like the Greek Pantheon 
and we would have seen physical signs of conflict and destruction in the universe. But look at the perfect 
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balance and harmony everywhere in the universe. The moons, planets, stars, galaxies, comets - no clash, all in 
sync like clockwork - no signs of friction, no patchwork, no seams, no makeshift solutions. Even on earth, all 
plant and animal species, except mankind, perfectly complementing each other and maintaining a delicate 
balance in the ecosystem and ensuring sustainability for all life. Do you see any signs of conflict anywhere? On 
the contrary whatever destruction we do see is all caused by human beings. Hence there must be Only One God. 
[J ohn 06:38] For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the Will of Him that sent me. 
Jesus (a.s.) has ratified the exact same view in the above Biblical Verse. The word “Father” is also not used in it. 


[17:42] If there had been other gods along with Him [Allah] as they assert, then they [other gods] would 
certainly have sought out a way to the Lord of the Throne. 


Muhammad Asad writes in his translation: Some take this Verse to mean that "had there been other deities 
apart from Allah (swt), they would endeavour to deprive Allah (swt) of some or all of His power, and would 
thus create chaos in the universe". Others have a far better, though somewhat more complicated explanation to 
offer. Starting from the legitimate assumption that those who believe in the existence of other deities or divine 
powers apart from Allah (swt) regard them as no more than mediators between mankind and Allah (swt), the 
argument runs thus: If those alleged divine or semi-divine "mediators" would really exist, then it is obvious 
that, being no more than mediators, even they would have to recognize Him as the Supreme Being - which 
would amount to admitting that they have no power of their own but are, in the last resort, entirely dependent 
on and subject to Him: and this unavoidable conclusion implies a negation of any divinity in those imaginary 
"mediators". This being so, is it not far more reasonable for man to turn directly to Allah (swt), who is Almighty, 
All-Seeing, All-Hearing, and therefore has no need of any mediator? 


[12:39] are many different lords [gods] better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible? 


What is better for you, having one boss or multiple bosses who cannot reach consensus [39:29] and thus will 
give you contradicting commands [due to mutual jealousy, envy, ego, pride, etc.] and you will never be able to 
please all of them? So that would be a no-win situation. On the contrary your One True Master is All-Knowing, 
All-Wise, All-Mighty, Most-Merciful, Most-Just and Rich [i.e. totally Self-Sufficient]. What makes more sense? 


[22:73] O mankind! An example is set forth so listen to it [carefully]. Indeed, those [false deities] whom 
you invoke besides Allah cannot create [something as tiny as] a fly, even if they all joined forces for that 
purpose. And if a fly snatched away a thing from them [false deities], they have no power to release it 
from the fly. So weak are the seeker and the sought [i.e. the false deities and their worshipers]. 


Had there been multiple gods, would they allow any one God to assert in His Message "no God except Allah"? 
Wouldn't they get offended and send their own messengers or come down personally to contradict Allah (swt)? 


STEP 5: Finding that Allah Is That One and Only True God by studying the Qur'an and comparing it to the Holy 
Scriptures of other Religions: This is where the 'Studies in Comparative Religion’ come into picture. Consider ... 


[04:82] Do they not then consider the Qur'an carefully? Had it been from other than Allah, they would 
surely have found therein many contradictions. 


[39:23] Allah has revealed the best Narration, a Book, Consistent with itself [and] oft-repeating [its 
teaching in various aspects]. The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it [when they recite it or 
hear it]. Then their skins and their hearts do soften to the remembrance of Allah. Such is the guidance 
of Allah; He guides therewith whom He pleases, but such as Allah leaves to stray, can have none to 
guide. 


Abdullah Yusuf Ali writes in his translation: The unity and coherence of the Qur'an is clearly far superior 
compared to any other Scripture. And yet how can we account for it except through the unity of God's purpose 
and design? We should find much discrepancy in it when we consider the following practical limitations: 


Pusey 


> Archangel Gabriel would bring down and recite the Verses to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) [02:97, 
26:192~193]. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was illiterate [07:158]. He would recite it to his companions 
and they would write it down for him. Then they would recite it and he would verify by listening. 

> It was delivered piecemeal to him, at various times, in various circumstances over twenty-three long 
years [17:106, 25:32]. So he never had a big picture, an overview of the whole. 

> It was composed ina Book form after his death, so he never saw the entire Qur'an in a Book form. 

> Itis addressed to all of mankind and jinn-kind. 


Yet, when properly understood, its various pieces fit together well even when arranged without any regard to 
chronological order. Nothing in The Book has changed nor was proven false in more than 1400 years in spite of 
all the scientific and technological advancement. The Qur'an is a Book which is eloquent, comprehensive, 
concise, self-validating and yet free of contradictions. This proves that there was just One Inspirer and One 
Inspired. If you disagree then it challenges you to produce its equal: 


[17:88] Say: "If mankind and jinn-kind were together to produce the like of this Qur'an, they could not 
produce the like thereof, even if they helped one another." 


[02:23] And if you are in doubt concerning that which We have sent down [the Qur'an] to Our slave 
[Muhammad], then produce a chapter of the like thereof and call your witnesses [supporters and 
helpers] besides Allah, if you are truthful. 


More Verses: 10:37~38, 11:13~14, 52:33~34, 69:44~48. 
So you have two tasks here: 


1] Study and compare the Qur'an to the other Scriptures on these criteria: Unity, Purpose, Truthfulness, Ethics, 
Morality, Legal Aspects, Comprehensiveness, Conciseness, Accuracy, Eloquence, Environmental Consciousness, 
Sustainability, Contradictions and Consistency. And see which Scripture has the best guidance. 


2] If you can't find a Scripture like the Qur'an then sit down and try to write one yourself. 


And if you fail at both the tasks then know that: The Qur'an is The Word of The One True God. 


After having completed all these steps, What Next? 


After doing all this, if you're still not convinced, then you start all over again and keep repeating the entire cycle 
till you find God or death overtakes you. And if you have indeed found God then, now is the time for your 
‘commencement ceremony’ i.e. it’s time to say your Shahadah. 


What is Shahadah? 


Shahadah is announcing the results of your Pursuit of Truth. It is the Declaration of Faith. If anybody wants to 
accept Islam and become a Muslim then they have to declare this. They must first truly believe it in their heart 
and then say it without any external pressure or coercion. It is an Oath of Allegiance to God and His Messenger. 


Shahadah is announcing to God and to the world in Arabic Language: "I bear witness that there is no God except 
Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad is a Slave and Messenger of Allah". Ex-Christians must also add: "And I 
bear witness that Jesus Christ is a Slave and Messenger of Allah" so that the matter is permanently settled. 


How can I testify these things without having seen God or His Messenger [pbuh]? 


On the basis of your study of the Qur'an and all the hard work you undertook during your Quest. Your study 
and understanding of the Qur'an is the foundation of your belief in God and His Messenger [pbuh]. 
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Are Muslims also supposed to do all this? 


Yes, but most of them don't do it. They directly jump to the Shahadah. They forget that it is compulsory to study 
the Qur'an and if they don’t do it then they may get questioned about it in their graves or on the Judgment Day. 


After saying the Shahadah, What Next? 


So far you have sworn allegiance to God and His Messenger. Now you have to walk the talk and fulfil your 
covenant, in deeds, through obedience and steadfastness. And from here onwards your tests, trials, tribulations, 
troubles, problems, issues, worries, etc. will all begin because the devil will attack you with all his might, since 
you have chosen to Tread the Straight Path, and God will let him attack you [02:168~169, 02:268, 04:118~120, 
05:91, 07:16~18, 07:27, 15:39, 17:53, 17:62~64, 38:82, 59:16]. These tests will let us know how firm our belief 
is. Whether we are true believers or just hypocrites? Now you spend the rest of your life practicing Islam while 
patiently braving your miseries. Did you think that you will earn Paradise just by uttering a few magic words? 


[29:02] Do people think that they will be left alone because they say: 'We believe,’ and will not be 
tested? 


[02:155] And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of - wealth, lives and fruits 
[of labour], but give glad tidings to those who persevere patiently. 


More Verses: 03:142, 03:186, 05:94, 11:07, 18:07, 20:131, 67:02, 72:17. 


We all are being tested by God, all the time through our knowledge, wealth, power, authority, beauty, lineage, 
nobility, death of loved ones, diseases, pain, suffering, losses, the devil whispering evil ideas to us and to other 
people, the people around us creating difficult circumstances for us and we for them. What you do creates the 
conditions for others to be tested, and what they do defines the situations for you to be tested [25:20]. The tests 
are Not for God to decide who gets Paradise and who goes to Hell. God knew that even before our birth. The 
purpose of the tests is to give us a fair chance to prove our mettle and to record our deeds [our responses to 
circumstances]. Our record books will be handed over to us on the Day of Judgment and it will be said to us: 


[17:14] "Read your book. You yourself are sufficient as a reckoner against you this Day." 


Each one who enters Hell will enter in it convinced that he | she is getting exactly what he | she deserves. On 
that Day nobody will feel that God has been unfair to them [03:25, 03:161, 03:185, 11:111, 16:111, 24:25, 
39:68~70, 46:19]. Now you know why there is suffering in this world. The more suffering you can withstand 
without deviating from the Straight Path, the higher is your stature in the Sight of God and bigger is your 
reward. Everybody doesn't get the same Paradise. There are levels in Paradise; each level is superior to all 
levels below it. Your level depends upon your breaking point [i.e. how much you can suffer with steadfastness]. 
The Prophets and Messengers are made to suffer the most; that is how they earn the highest level in Paradise. 


On Judgment Day, before people enter their final abodes, they will be stopped at one place for Al-Qisas [Law of 
Equality in Revenge]. Every time you wronged somebody or you were wronged by somebody - all that was 
recorded in the record books. Now this is the place for settling scores. After people are purified through mutual 
retaliation, they will be admitted into Paradise with clean hearts [Sahih Al-Bukhari# 6535, 6534, 6533]. Hence 
never lose hope and never say: there is no justice in this world. Justice will be done for everyone on that Day. 


What does it mean to follow Islam? 


Every Muslim must be able to answer this question precisely and concisely, because... if you say you are a 
Muslim -> then you must be practicing Islam -> that means you understand Islam -> then you should be able to 
summarize it -> and if you can't summarize it, then what are you practicing? 
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Every human being is accountable to God for three and exactly three duties which encompass everything in his 
| her life from birth to death: 


= Study: Understand and Validate the Message of Islam: The Qur'an. 

= Practice: Live the Message: Transform it into deeds - Spend every single moment of our lives according 
to the Qur'an. Our knowledge, wealth, authority, power, lineage, nobility and capabilities by themselves 
are of no significance. How we convert these Gifts into good deeds is what matters. 

" Preach: Invite others to do the same by conveying the Message of Islam to them [16:125, 33:39, 42:15]. 


What do you find when you study the Qur'an? The Gist is found in the following Verses: [03:31, 04:59, 
04:64~65, 24:51~52, 33:21, 33:36]. To practice Islam means doing three and exactly three things: 


[1] Obey God: Means to unconditionally follow the Qur'an [for references see Definition of Worship above]. 


[2] Obey the Messenger: Means to unconditionally follow only the authentic Hadiths and Sunnah of the 
Messenger. Avoid the doubtful Hadiths [Sahih Al-Bukhari# 0052, 2051, 2370, Sunan Abu-Dawud# 3329, 3330]. 


> Hadith: Statements, Speech, Quotes, Sayings, Narration. Whatever Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said. 
> Sunnah: The Way of doing things. Whatever Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) did and the way he did it. 


[3] Obeying human authorities: This is not unconditional. Obey the human authorities if and only if their 
command does not violate any Command of God or His Messenger. If you think the human authorities never do 
anything wrong then search on internet for "top 100 whistle blowers" and study the results [04:59, 24:51~52]. 


It is our non-negotiable and non-delegable duty to always ensure that by obeying the human authorities we are 
not disobeying God or His Messenger [pbuh]. God and His Messenger [pbuh] neither expect nor Command us to 
do anything unjust or unfair [03:182, 08:51, 18:49, 22:10, 26:209, 41:46, 50:29]. 


If any human authority gives you a command that contradicts the Qur'an or authentic Hadiths or Sunnah, then 
we must question the authorities. If we don't use our common sense and blindly trust the authorities and 
oblige, then they are accountable to God for giving the wrong order [16:25] and we are accountable to God for 
complying with their wrong order [06:116, 42:15, 45:18]. All supreme authority rests with God Alone. God has 
Authority over all authorities [18:26, 21:23]. 


The fundamental principle is: Your life, your accountability [06:164, 17:15, 34:25, 35:18, 39:07, 53:38]. You 
have to decide whether you want Paradise or Hell. Don't look at what others are doing. Others are responsible 
for their lives only just as you are for yours only. Even if all others go to Hell, you still don't want to go to Hell. It 
is the worst place God created. You must first worry about yourself since you only have control over yourself. 


There are no priests and no hierarchy in Islam. Anybody can give opinion | advice but the final decision is yours 
in your life. Neither can you blame anybody else, nor will anybody take your blame on Judgment Day [31:33, 
02:48, 02:123, 14:22, 24:37]. You are accountable to God for every single word and deed of yours, at all times 
until death [15:99]. God will guide you if your [real or hidden] intentions are right. Know the difference 
between stated noble intentions and unstated real intentions. 


Criteria for Judgment 


The way the world judges us is different from the way God judges us. The world judges us by one parameter: 
your performance is equal to your results. But our results are not in our control; only our efforts are in our 
hands. We may put in lot of efforts and still fail and some people may succeed without making any efforts [i.e. 
they are born with a silver spoon in their mouth] or with very little efforts. The outcome of our efforts is 
decided by God alone and hence God never judges us on the basis of our results. God judges us on the basis of 
three parameters: your performance is equal to your real intentions multiplied by your actual efforts and 
divided by your capabilities. 
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Our real intentions are always hidden in our hearts, they are never expressed. Our stated intentions are always 
noble. The only purpose of our stated intentions is to hide our real intentions. But God is always aware of our 
real intentions [02:77, 05:99, 06:03, 09:78, 11:05, 16:19, 16:23, 20:07, 21:110, 24:29, 27:25, 27:74, 28:69, 
40:19, 64:04, 87:07]. If our real intentions are good, only then God rewards us for our efforts. On the other 
hand, if our real intentions are bad then our performance is equal to zero, irrespective of our efforts and 
irrespective of our results [Sahih Al-Bukhari# 0001, 2529, 5070]. 


Everybody doesn’t have equal capabilities. God has randomly distributed capabilities to people. Some people 
grasp quickly, others take some time to understand. Some people are strong, others are weak. Some people are 
more knowledgeable, while others have little knowledge. Hence God cannot judge everybody on the basis of a 
single parameter - it would be unfair for most of the people in the world. God is never unjust to anyone, ever. 


If our efforts are at 40% and our capabilities are at 80% then our performance is only 50%. But if our efforts 
are at 40% and our capabilities are also at 40% then our performance is 100% in the Sight of God [02:286, 
06:152, 65:07, 02:233], provided our real intentions are good. [Sahih Al-Bukhari# 3470, Sahih Muslim# 7008, 
7009, 7010, Sahih Al-Bukhari# 4196, 6891, Sunan Abu-Dawud# 2538]. 


Summary: 


The Way of the World: Treat all religions with equal respect. Follow your inherited religion on blind faith. 
The Islamic Way: Treat all religions with equal respect. Freedom to choose your religion based on evidence. 


So basically, all human beings [including Muslims] are supposed to spend their lives in two stages: 


> Search Mode | Pursuit of Truth: Find out if there is a God. If there is, then which one is He? Do I have 
any evidence to validate my beliefs and thereby calm my restless heart and soothe my soul? 

> Submission Mode | Obedience Mode | Act upon the Truth: Find out the Will of God - It is exactly the 
same for everybody. Submit to The Will of God: Live life fulfilling the Will of God, my Owner & Sustainer. 


On this basis, the entire Qur'an can be divided into three parts: 


+ Part 1: Belief in Allah and His Messenger [07:158]: 
e Tawheed [Belief in One God: Allah Alone]; 
e Kufr [Disbelief, Denying the Truth, Ingratitude, Lying about Allah or His Messenger, Hopelessness]; 
e = Shirk [Worshiping others along with Allah]; 
e Nifaaq (Hypocrisy: Verbally saying you believe while in your heart you don't]; 


“+ Part 2: Obedience of Allah and His Messenger [64:12]: 
e Salaah [Prayers], Zakaat [Compulsory Charity], Saum [Fasting], Hajj [Pilgrimage]; 
e Sabr [Patience], Shukr [Gratitude], Dhikr [Remembrance of Allah], Love of Allah and His Messenger; 
e Hope in the Mercy of Allah, Fear of Allah’s Might (abstaining from disobedience | rebelling); 
e Individual Accountability, Tolerance, Balance | Moderation (in everything we do) instead of Extremism; 


«+ Part 3: Consequences of Belief | Disbelief and Obedience | Disobedience: 
e Description of Judgment Day and Life after Death; 
e Description of Reward (Paradise) and Punishment (Hellfire); 


Finally, after receiving the Message of Islam, you will notice that all humans have three things in common: 


¥ All have a common God, who is equally Merciful and Just to each and every one of His creation. 

¥ All have common parents: Adam and Eve - so all human beings are truly brothers and sisters. 

v All get the exact same Message | Mission: Find the Real God, Worship Him only. This is the Straight Path 
[03:51, 06:151~153, 19:36, 36:60~61, 43:61, 43:64, 01:05~06]. The Qur'an is the Straight Path. 
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Disclaimer: 


It is forbidden in Islam to insult any religion or hurt anyone's sentiments [06:108]. This content is strictly not 
intended to spread malice and should not be used for that. It’s only an attempt to present the Islamic Viewpoint. 


No copyrights. No claim is made for originality. | am merely a synthesizer and organizer of information. You 
are free to use, copy, edit, improve, transform, share, store, print, publish, sell or distribute it partly or wholly 
in any manner, for any Halaal [i.e. Permitted in Islam, opposite of Haraam i.e. Forbidden in Islam] purpose, with 
or without acknowledging the source. In Islam, all knowledge is free for all. Islam is an open-source religion 
with a flat organizational structure - there is no one between you and God. 


All of this is my interpretation. It is not without flaws, though I have tried to be as accurate as possible. I take 
complete responsibility for the mistakes in it and any good in it is from Allah (swt). And Allah (swt) knows Best. 


For any questions, comments, suggestions, criticisms, errors, etc. contact: fmoislam@protonmail.com 


Some of the Best Translations of the Qur'an and the Hadith books: 
Download the free PDFs from: KALAMULLAH.COM or ARCHIVE.ORG. Use a proxy server if a site is inaccessible. 


01] The Glorious Qur'an Word-for-Word ~ Dr. Shehnaz Shaikh, Ms. Kausar Khatri. 
02] A Word For Word Meaning of The Qur'an ~ Muhammad Mohar Ali. 
03] The Qur'an ~ Saheeh International Translation. 
04] The Qur'an ~ M.A. S. Abdel Haleem. 
05] The Noble Qur'an ~ Dr. Muhsin Khan, Dr. Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali. 
06] The Holy Qur'an ~ Abdullah Yusuf Ali. 
07] The Message of the Qur'an ~ Muhammad Asad. 
08] The Meaning of the Glorious Qur'an ~ Marmaduke Pickthall. 
09] The Qur'an ~ Dr. Thomas Ballantyne Irving [Dr. T. B. Irving]. 
10] Towards Understanding the Ever-Glorious Qur'an ~ Muhammad Mahmud Ghali. 
11] Fi Dhilal Al Qur'an [In the Shade of the Qur'an] ~ Sayyid Qutb. 
12] Tafseer As-Sa'di ~ International Islamic Publishing House, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
3] Tafheem UL Qur'an [The Meaning of the Qur'an] ~ Sayyid Abul A'la Mawdudi. 
14] Tafsir Anwarul Bayan ~ Darul Isha’at, Karachi, Pakistan. 
15] Tafsir Ibn Kathir ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
16] Sahih Al-Bukhari ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
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17] Sahih Muslim ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
18] Mishkaat Al-Masaabih ~ Darul Isha'at, Karachi, Pakistan. 
19] Jami At-Tirmidhi ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
20] Sunan Abu-Dawud ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
21] Sunan An-Nasai ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
22] Sunan Ibn Majah ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
23] Mu'atta Imam Malik ~ Darul Isha'at, Karachi, Pakistan. 
24] Musnad Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal ~ Darussalam, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
25] Izhar UL Haq [Truth Revealed] ~ Rahmatullah Kairanvi [1864]. 
26] Shamaail Tirmidhi. 
27] Al-Adab Al-Mufrad [A Code for Everyday Living] ~ Imam Bukhari. 
28] Tafsir Al Tabari [The Commentary on the Qur'an]. 
29] Tafsir Al-Qurtubi [Commentary of the Holy Qur'an]. 
30] Tafsir Al-Jalalayn ~ Jalal Al-Din Al-Mahalli, Jalal Al-Din Al-Suyuti. 
31] Qur'an Tafseer [Exegesis] on YouTube in English and Urdu by: 
Dr. Israr Ahmed; Dr. Farhat Hashmi; Engineer Muhammad Ali Mirza; Mufti Ismael Musa Menk. 
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